rma's; unprece-

_ge talks, analysts in’ Bangkok
- Bay. -
~Meonls:, in the “rust-red robes
chaxacterlshc of the ‘Burmese
‘monkhood have : led . demonstra-
5 . “tions in cities such as.the former
*. “oyal capital of Mandalay,
They also now run rebel admin-
“ istrations throughout the nation in
..towns almost all built-around hill-
top, golden-spired- pagodas, - after

change from single-party rule to
demmocracy. .

i The monks in Burma wluch ig
s 8 pericent: Buddhist and a centre
i -of the fundamentalist. Therevada

i mh‘mbnks b

two months of mass protests for a

o sect, also often act as _)udges for an- .

Junta run’ electlons,
*said monitored in Bangkok.
“.“The: leaders-of both . sides: are
~ profoundly requested’ to-show ' a
~ sense of patriotism and meet face-
. to-face for. talks; and. then to.dis-
© cuss with: flexibility on. ways:to
= implement democracy,” - the
" Sangha Council said.
Burma - expert " Bertil Lintner
- said -the ‘council ‘comprised ‘what
- “most. Buddhist monks would ‘call..
puppets.” '
" Peter Skilling, aniother Banp-
‘kok-based 'Burma watcher, said:“T
find- it hard t6 believe the ¢ouncilt
would-come out with an mdepen- g
ént statement.” - :
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Lintner; a' Journahst who has
‘travelled extensively in’ Burms,
‘said-'the .council - was orgamSed
‘along: BSPP party lines. i
He said’theiinderside’ of: the
‘Buddhist ‘clergy, | officially regis-
ered-25:100,000 monks in the nat
“tion of 39 million people, was that
in monasteries built like fortresses
‘monks hide student leaders of the
ro-democracy uprising.
“Students - with - monks: have
ormed the core of the resistance;
¢ -added; estimating’ the number
pro-regime monks as-at no more
‘than one per cent.

atch :student leaders since ithey

rk from hideouts in monaster-
es, ‘éven making their banners
-and flags there. "

in'Bangkok that the state Sangha
Maha Nakaya Cotincil had almost
“disintegrated” since August, par::
allel to the BSPP’s loss of local ad-.
ministrations nationwide

--Although shooting of moriks Was:
percewed asian’ outrage, troops
opened fire on monks:during a:re-
cent crackdown on’ protests. and
again.:from: August’ 8-12  when
1,000. people: reportedly dled as
troops moved against demonstra-
tions nationwide: i fh N
Zaw: Wal said Burmeds revered
monkgag ‘friendsof the family and
father corfessor all folled into oxe”
and. viewed shootirgs of monks as
sacrilegious.
Burma’s: monks: have 'a - redent
tition of militancy, begu by 1
maswho learit civil digobodis
o Mahatma Gadhiin:t
hofore héréturned kowe h the
e to s help - fight o British |
endalism: , o
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