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Signs of sinking mor

ONLY small anti-government ‘dem-
onatrations were held in Rangoon
yesterday, but diplomals said

military as the protesta continue and

* mupplies of rice for soldiers dwindled.

..E:S.M. morele has been falling
as every day the government shows
{taelf unsble to respond to the chal-
tenge,” said cne Western diplomat
by . telephone - From

ere
_were signe of sinking rnorale in the

Bingkok, - i T L :
. #bl_uaz_ said the military was par-
ticalarfy concerned about the govern-

ment’ s ability to collect rice from the.
. Irriwaddy river delta area where
”-haiesting is set to begin ebortly.

Like many areas of Burma the rice-
rich deita area is.out of government
contol, with most towns run by com-
mitbes made up-of monks, students
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‘antigovernment’ protesters.” S
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 The ermy itself is believed running
short of rations due to months of un-
rest, a rail strike and long-standing
low government rice procurement
prices.

“At the front line there are reports
of soldiers with eniy a thin rice gruel
i~ eat,” one analysi said.

Tha diplomat said military com-
manders met on Friday to discuss the
aituation. - .

. He denled, however, a report that

m._m in Burmese military,

10 battalions of army troops and '
air force unit at Hmawbi, 40 ¥
north of Rangoon, had gone over
the demonstrators. .
“Wa have reporta that scme m:
tary people have joined tha demt
gtrators in that area, bul it does i |
appecr correct to say thatwholeun
and their commanders have done s
he aaid. :
An analyst in Bangkok said 1 ~
army unit at Hmawbi is the batl

s %éﬁ%ﬂnﬁnﬁﬁ%ﬂ%bmﬁ BTSN




	1

