'Foreign economic boycott may -

force change of policy— analysts

A JAPAN LED economic

boycott by the interna-
tional -¢community could
force change in Burma,
where a military govern-

; ment erushed pro-democ-

racy forces and now faces
an angry populace and an

economic CI'I.BIS. some an- -

alysts say.

But others following
chaotic events in the
Southeast Asian nation
say they -are skeptical
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zero while the foreign
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than US$4 billion.
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But Naﬂmn who has
spent several years in
the much Burma, said any econom-
vel of the ¢ boyeott would have to
n ted it be amompamed by con—
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No 2,. “political turmml'has crip- -
“*pled an'economy that had -

clout in Burma. Act.lons of
the United States, with
only a modest aid pro-
gramme of some $14 niil-
lion, could have a signifi-
cant “moral,
psychological” impact.

In the past, Burma has
been impervious to criti-
cism by international ha-
man rights groups such as
Amnesty International
and even to advice on eco-
nomic policy by such ma-

jor aid donors as the -

World Bank.
Shunnmg all pnvate

foreign investment, Bur- -
ma risked oﬁ'ending' its -

biggest donor by closing
down the Rangoon offices
of Japanese companies in
1986. .
Advocating strict neu-
trality, Burma pulled out
of the non-aligned move-
ment in 1979 and has tak-
en other steps to mini-
mise outside influence.

Many analysts say this
policy was instituted by
strongman Ne Win, in
part to better assure his
ETIP ON pOwer. .

“There are no global
powers colliding in Bur-
ma. Burma has been in
the backwaters for 26
years,” said Swedish Bur-
ma expert Bertil Lintner.

He said neither the So-
viet Union and the Unit-
ed States nor giant neigh-
bours China and India
had real leverage with
the Burmese leaders, and
that all major powers

have avoided interference

-streets.
- would get -international

for fear of pmvokmg the .
others,
Despite mtlcal huw

180 Ny
ing basic medical supphes
at hospitals overflowing -
with wo victims, in-
ternational emergency
aid has to date been min->
imal. b

S

‘e

“Maybe if you had guozi -

television footage of sol-
diers -ehooting down stu-+
dents in cold blood on the”
of. Rangoon you-

response,” said one Amr- ’

man)o

“American Burms exﬂ'
pert David Steinberg said’

a “carrot and stick ap-.
pmach
change.

While halting all aid at
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In the past, key donors,

which include the World .
Bank

and Asian Develop-
ment Bank, have provid--

ed as much as half a bil-
lion dollars a year in -

assistance to prop up the
faltering economy.

West Germay last year -~
promised $36 million,”
while Japan oﬂ'ered
$244.1 million in 1986,
$172 million last year and:
only $27.5 nnllmn 80 far
in 1988.
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