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people app]aud Ameri-
can authorities”, ihclud-
ing. himself, “wheréver
they go in Rangoon, Mr
Solarz said the US and
other friendly countries
| should - consider increas-
. ,ing levels of assistance
.. programmes to Burma in
. .'the event’ of a peaceful
- transition to a democratic
gystem. . .

Despite itg great natu-
Iral . resources, Birma's
‘economy has’ been stag-
‘nant for almost three de-
cades a8 a result of the
government's socialist
policies, the congressman

said.

West. Germany

cal asylum to current

Burmese leaders, Mr So- -

larz said.

No country should fear
providing sanctuary to
top Burmese leaders who
may leave the country
during a transition to de:
mocracy, he said.

Solarz, a Demoecrat
from New York, is chair-

man of the Asian Affairs:

of the. .
House of Representatives .
‘Foreign  Affairs (,om-g )

Subcommitiee

mittee.

~and.
Austria- may offer politi-

Solarz Burma facing c'1711”

. He said {hat in discus-
mon.‘; ‘with _formet * mili-
 tary - leaders. brig. ‘Gen:

Aurig. Gyi. and Gen. Tin
Oo, he received the im-
pression that lower rank-
ing officers and soldiers in
the army. were largely
sympathetic to the pro-
testers, UPI reported.

Top - officers, who re-
ceived the benefits of the
authoritarian - regime,
might fight to support it
and the welldisciplined

soldiers might follow -or- -
ders to fire on the pmtest~. .
- ers, he. smd

war
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“Military’ moralé has

v‘beenv falling every day the

government shows itself
unable to respond to the
challenge,” said.a West-
ern diplomatl contacted by
telephone from Bangkok;

Official Radio Rangoon
reported 105 more in-
mates were released from
& prison in Mandalay
that, like. at least nine
other - Burmese prisons;

- has been rocked by riots.

The. radio said about

200 people looted a can-
nery on the outskirts of
.~ Rangoon yest,erday._
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