to quell revolt questioned

PARTS of the 170,000- -
strong: Burmese army -

may’.still" be willing to
turn their guns on demon- -

strators -but some mili- * the level - of protest

tary analysts-doubi the

army has the power or -
.will to put down pro-de- "

IMOCTaCY protests.

“They failed in August. .
and there are many more .
people on . the. streets
now,” one veteran analyst  in Rangoon calling for an
of Burmese affairs said -
this weekend. “The num- -

bers may be just too great

for them to handle.”
Soldiers shot and bayo- -

. neted demonstrators be-

tween-Augast 8 and 12,

tors. say: 3,000 died in
Rangoon alone.

the bloody 18-day rule of . -
-Bein’*Lwin - ended; - the"
army: hag: stood back as

. By Kevin Cooney of Reuters.

mounted and government
control of cities, towns
and national services

- broke down.
- Last Thursday hun-
dreds of " thousands of

demonstrators  marched

end to the 26-year rule of
the Burma Socialist Pro-
gramme Party (BSPP),

- Other massive demon-

strations took . place in
Mandalay and Monywa to

- the north. :
 killing:: thousands. Doc-

A Western diplomat in

. Rangoon, when asked if
-~ the army could suppress
Since August 12, wher

the revolt now, said: “It
would be quite difficult

" "because the mass of the
wpeople are so committed

to the catise.”

The goverment’s fail-

ure to follow through on a
strongly worded warning
to students to vacate occu-
pied government offices
was also a sign the army
might no longer be will-
ing or able to keep the
government in power,
said another analyst.
General Tin Oo, a for-
mer defence minister now
prominent. in the move-
ment. - to -overthrow the

BSPP, said last week that

officers up to battalion-
commander level support-
ed demands for multi-par-
ty.democracy, But he said
some officers at the top of
the  command . structure
still backed Ne. Win.

Ne Win; the former
general who ruled Burma
since 1962 before .step-
ping..down" in. July as
street: protests. mounted,
is still believed by many
to be the real power in the
country.

“From " reports. - from
some of my friends quite a
lot of them (soldiers) are
not anti-people — the ma-

. jority,” 81-year-old U Nu,
" the last.. democratically
. elected prime minister of

Burma and.- the man. Ne
Win: overthrew, said last
week.

A hundred  retired - ge-
nior. officers, many of
whom are: still widely re-
spected . in'. the army,
signed a-statement back-
ing democracy  and  con-
demning 26 years of sin-
gle-party rule.

If a large section of the
army were to balk at us:
ing their guns on ¢itizens
again, there is no ques-
tion in the minds of oppo-
sition leaders in. Rangoon
some - troops would open
fire,

The arimy - has = been
hardened. by decades of
struggle  against  ethnic
minerity groups fighting
for various degrees of au-
tonomy and has a reputa-
tion of being one of the
most, disciplived forces in

Southeast Asia.

"It would certainly be
possible for the army to
re-eatablish control by

_force in Rangoon, al-

though the result would
probably be very bloody,”
another Western diplo-
mat in Rangoon said. “It
is less certain how suc-
cessful they would be
elsewhere in the
country.”

Soldiers were seen rein-
forcing their defensive po-
sitions around Rangoon
ahead of the next major
confrontation  between
government  and opposi-
tion, set for this
Thursaday. .

The opposition says a
general strike will begin
on Thursday and will not
end until the government
of  President Maung
Meuung has fallen. Maung
Maung succeeded Sein
Liwin.

Hundreds of thousands
are expected to take to the
streets on  that day to
press demands for an in-
terim government to lead
the country towards a
multi-party democracy-

“The main gate of the
Ministry of Defence has
been strengthened . and
trenches are being. dug
around military bases in-
cluding the rain Minis:
try. of Defence canton-
ment,” a third: Western

diplomiat in Rangoon said:

yesterday.

He said the city. hall
and - other government
ministries were also well
guarded as. were the
homes of the rulers in the
Lake Inya district.

“Troops are still very
definitely’ around,” he
said, “but there has been
no obvious increase in
troop numbers.”

The army on- Sunday
night denied a report car-
ried on'the British Broad-
casting Corporation that
a number of battalions
had changed sides outside
Rangoon. Diplomats said
they could not confirm the
BEC report but they had
heard reports of worgen-
ing morzle among troops
in the countryside.




A crowd of B

demonstrate against th

uddhist monks

forefront of anti-government protests. — AP B

e Qovartimert in Rangoon last week. Monks have been. at the.
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