Rangoon (Reuter) —

ma’s. opposition yq;ste(da
' weight behind a student ultimatum that
the country’s socialist lea
power to an intenm g rnment by to-

i

morrow night.”
“W 53 haVe set Thursday
for a whole-Burma gener~
al strike that will contin-
ue g long ds necessary
until democracy is: péacte-:
fully achieved,” said Gen-
eral Tin: Oo; a Ieadmg op-'
pogition - figure:and
former defence. minister.
At'a hews conferefice in

" a heavily guarded: ware-.

house’ it the "city’s - port’
area; ‘anothet opposition
lesder, : Aung - San’ Suu
Kyi,: ‘daughter: of regis-
tance hero Aung ;e
affirmed the student ulti-
matum o the
government that it resign
by the: time of tomorrow
night's news broadcast'on
Ruangoon Radio; i
Shesaid:-that - once

it wonild hot énd until the
governiment had fallen.
Ou attended hei news

confére a dmplay of
urityi

The *oppomtlon warnts
an interim government to
pupervige - imalti-party
elections.

The ‘opposition’ leaders
spoke during a day: that
saw 100,000 people: from
all levels of Burmese goci-
ety take to the streets'in
anoutpouring - of . anti-
‘government feeling:

The s demonstrators
ghotited for the immiedi:

test ofgamsera gat this
coming Thursday for-a ¢l

mactic ghowdown : with
the government. !
‘Anmiong the monke; sti-
dents,  professionals
striking workers and ¢ivil
servants’ who - marched
yesterday.: was d'large

rading under the banner
“Hougewives  Associdtion
of o Rangoon”, - They

binged  pots and- pans . as
they shouted. for démoc-
racy:

U Tnel 06 and Western

i’ south Okkalapa: that

\ the “diplomat

Thursday's strike ‘began .’

ate%remmtmn of: Pmm-

contingent of women: pa- -

y threw their

ders turn over.

dl \\\\\\

ne:ghbourhoodsg\‘v” o
“There is setious unreat

hiag been going on for the
past 24 hours;” one West-
ern diplomat said. = -
Detalla\ ‘6f - the tnrest
t hfirmed. .

ut

and {Bur-.
fhese - BoUrcol i’ \“they
g of kill-

had heard reparts

ingsof ‘monkg and stu- |
.dents and . revehige be-:
- headings by vigilantes:

Tin ‘O said the violence

had ended and the area |

was quiet last night_

\ ‘Re rtand
pictures' P. 7

South Okkalapa, iti the
northeast of the city, saw
sornéofithe worst violerice
dunng«claahes in‘August
Between voldiers and: iz
vilians. Doctors say.3,000
people died in Rangoon in
four days of such \rlolence
last month:

Yesterday's demonstra-
fors Catried’ tHeit  own:

food: and water instead of
relying on puablic offer-
ings because of the fear of
being: pmsoned and vigi

lante: g‘mupa contintied 10/

patebl to mamtam a sem-
blatﬁboe\uf\qtd

ng poison
protesters. . The repart
said the man died: from
cyanide poisoning when
Buddhist:: monks " forced
hiin to dFink the waterhe
had: offered:

“While. the flemunstra-
tion was penceful, jing-
lees il fedraome shar-
pened  bicycle' spoked '~
werd selling briskly in the

city’s markets along with |

the ‘catapults ‘and sling:
shots with which they are
fired:

;: t1oms:

P;P QQ,Oq OG

Soldiers -~ kept -away
from: the Tine: of: march.
Waesterr . diplomats . said
the'army was building up
its'defences at several
points in’ the: city. -and
avoiding - confrontation
with protesters.

began leaving ' govern:

halls in’ which they had
set up ‘impromptu civil
administrations:

The' government: had
warned. them to leave or
face -dire. conséquénces.

They had refused to-do 8o,
but: began to’ move out
yesterday - after Tin - Oo
and. formert: Prime: Minis-
ter U Nu, another opposi-
tion leader; asked them to
try.to dvoid provokmg the
army: into action:

Tin Qo-and Aung San
Suu Kyisaid: they had ho
personal’ - politival: ambi-
Tin' Qo “said he

might servs in an interim
governmeit 'if ‘éompelled
and ‘Aung’San Suu: Kyi
also: said she was willing
to serve. .

Maung . Maung - has
pleaded. for: time 1o hold
AT etnergency. party con-
gress . on. September.: 12
that would approve & ref-
eretidum to let the peoplé
decide on Burma's politi-
cal future. The opposition
says this isjust a'deldying
tactic:

“Avery large: number
of . people " are ready to
demonstrate. - (on Thurs-
day). I'can’t imagine the
military's could . stop” it,”
one diplomat said.

The Burma Comraunist
Party,  which bas. been
waging a’ puerrilla war
agaidst the Rangoon gov-
ernthent for decades, ia-
sued ' a - statement . in
Moreh, Indig,” yesterday
backlng the creation; of u
mialti-party ayétem;

Students’ and monks;

raent. - offices’ and "~ town: :




BRAVING THE BAIN: Hundreds of
thousands of Burmese marched ‘hrough
monsoon showers in downtown Ranaoon on
Thursday, the day a national strike was called
a8 part of profests against the military bacled
socialist government.
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