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‘Rangoon
killers

hired to
sabotage
protests

Rangoon (UPL, AP)Y - A
gang of about 500 merce-
naries hired to'sabotage
“the campmgn for democ-
racy” in DBurma. were
promised rewards up to
$1,400 for each student
leader they killed, news-
paper reports. said. last
night:

The gang of about 500
people on Sunday ' night
looted. a. government-

owned  plywood -produc-’

tion plant and a private-
ly—owned biscuit ‘ factory
in the eastern Rangoon
puburb of  South- Okka-
lapa,
said,

.'students . from -’ the local
- “Peace - Preservation
‘Committes” rushed to the'
‘deenie to restore order:but
the gang resistéd. with
swords, c¢lubs,- slingshots
and, pomted iron
“rports maid Y
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Four.: monks. and i‘.wo‘\

students: disappeared’ in
the conflict and 12 others
were subsequently :cap-
. tured by the gang. :
About.... 1,000.. monks,
students and members of
the local fire . brigade
rushed to rescue the stu-
dents, besieging the two
factories and demanding
the return of the captured
monks and students. .
The gang fled into near-
by living quarters for re-
tired military men, who
helped the fleeing gagg

newpaper . reports;

rods,re»‘
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1 assoriiment of
: wounding
reports said,
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Battles raged-all night:

and resulted in:36 of the

T mercenaries - being - taps

tured--and.eight others
killed.
Three monks and - two

< gtudents are missing and

.presumed murdered by
‘the - saboteurs, - reports
said:

The. captured . merce-
haries. - confessed . - they

were hired for the mission;”
{by-"elements - opposed ‘to:-

the campaign for democ-

yacy” and said they had

been.. promised 10,000
kyats ($1,400) and- 5,000
kyats: ($700) respectively
for each student leader ot
student killed, the reports
said:

Newspapers carried un=
captioned pictures: of be-
headed men that were ap=
parently murdered by the
mercenaries,

Biirmese and diplomat-
ic’sources said an ultima-

tum for & nationwide gen-
v eral--gtrike if - the::one-

Buddhist: monks’: and.

fng party cosin
membership,. aod wL
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party overnment reluse
to resign.  appeared - to
i 'mckmg’ da

}\ TV

A statement from mirie
istry-employees said. the
group decided at a meet-
ing on-Monday to' resign
.- from the Burma Socialist

tempts to regmn fhe u'on'-' “ Programme Party; which
gnp on the peﬂple it once."

night appeared.t;)' be-thi
first examp]e of_ the vio

“protesters blame for 26
years ‘of harsh repression

'employeea -at. 16 foreign
" misgions, except the am-

one-party system and an-.

nounced ‘they. ‘would re- .. bassadors; have support-

fube to: serve party. offi-

ed demands for formation
cials. . at. an. emergency.

- of an interim government
" to-lead-the transition. to
-démocracy. -

The:- statement

ap-

have:: suffered ‘pealed for -support: from
quarters: the: . foreign missions and said:
onesparty: - . “We hive now. reached &
etiployees said in a. Btate-- ‘gtage: where  the govern-

UPL yes- . ment should comply forth
-with ' with -the people’s
" wishes. Any responsible

.. government would  have

“ opposition - to
" the: 'g_over'nﬁwnt through

8 economic pol-
~: thigrities: ™
dsources satd

sublicaiaisnanta, strikea
and m :t: diemonstri.
tions. This. has. crippled
Pregident Maung
Maung's : administration,
which - faces  nationwide
mags - demonistrations to-
morrow if it does not yield
to deémanda for an interim
government,
Lawlessness. ‘spread ’ to
the-capital centre yester-
day as hundresds of loot-
ers stripped three govern-
ment wareliouses with no
intérference . from . " au-

Sources said“hundreds
of peole carried away bags
of rice from. a warehouse
in. Ahlotie, in the western
part. of - the city. In brisk
business: near the. ware-
house;: they "sold  the rice
to. ‘merchants - for ' .100
kyata (about $.17) per 75
kilogramme: (165-pmmd)
bag::

Student and 0ppomtmn
political leaders have an-
nounéced: thit: unless the
government  resigns - by
8:00: pim.:tonight, . they
will . begin. & géneral
strike: to: shut’down  all
ecoriomic . and ’ governs.’
ment activity until there-y;
gime: resigna:: and holdsl*
free-elections: ;
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