antl-govemment protest:
terday in:

‘. Last - night, the " stu-
dent.s ended - & 36-hour
‘fast at the: Rangoon Gen-
eral. Hospital - compound,:
B longtn(xixe rallymg point.
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military warning

stemmed . from -false ru.:
mours. ‘that  two’ senior.
commanders: had -threat-

ened :‘the : shelling = and
bombing of several build-
ings if authorities did not
agree by 1 p.m. today: to
form " an interim_ gov-
ernment,

*This. evetiing, - false
propagarida-. was - spread
through the distribution
of leaflets . by cars: and
through ‘announcements
by - loudspeakers -on; the
main streets of . Rangoon
cxty,” the' broadeast said.
%A warning of the: de-
fence forces has: béen re-
ceived t}u{'ough ‘guthori
tiesiconcerned, saying the
deferice . forves can no

“longer tolerate this: and
‘| will open fire if they come

across: thid: group of peo-

‘:‘sxg'ned

- for the ‘public:
cooperate in hold-

enaral :

.. Saw. Maungalso . saxd
the’ military:h i

tervened: to:end: increas:
mg lawléssnessin Burma &
o avoxd possible misun-

ELO

exaggerations:’:

i gTOupS
unted; and estimates ‘of

@ total number of pro-: |

“testers . ranged

;10,000 to over 100,000.

A Western d1plomat in
Rangoon:said the demon-
“strators: marched - in’ a
more inilitant style than

< before; and shouted their: ||

‘defiance louder..
+ More soldiers were seén

on ‘the streets yesterday;.

ey-did niot interfere
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ple " it said;

-The thredt in the un:-
mxmeog'raphed
leaflets  wis purport‘.edly
issued by the navy's vice

‘chief;. Rear Adm: Maung

Maung Khin, and the air
force’ vice chief, Maj Gen
Tin Tun.

President Maung
Maung. has’ rejected the
call for an interim gov-
ernment.. But on Satur-
day he bowed to weeks of
nationwide protests and
announced ' . the

26-year monopoly. oni pow-
er and Kold the first mul-
tiparty: - elections’ sirice
1960,

Parliamient on ‘Sunday
authorised ' the. govern-
ment to amend the constis
tution to pérmit a multi-
party system-and hold the
election in as: little as six
weeks,’

But.the demonstrators
clearly remain * sceptical

of the promise. and: the:

proteats have: continued.
Burma scholars note
the present: constitution

ruling:
party would relinquishits

Warnmg OVEr rumours

is designed throughout to
support.single-party rule,
and would virtually have
to - be :serapped : rather
than amended ‘to permit
multiparty ‘elections.
erican’ Burma - ex-
pert  Josef:: Silverstein,
contacted by the Associat-
ed Press; said the consti-
tution gives the president
and central ‘government
great:: power. ‘and. en-
shrines 'the - rigid. party.
policies " known as.. the |’
“Burmese Way.: to: So- |
CIRth :
Meanwhile, - oppomtxon _
leaders Aung Gyi, former. { -
Defence: Minister: Tin Oo"
andAung: San: Suu. Kyi.

- issied  their:demand- for

&n interim government in

“a letter to Maung Maung. |- .

None of the opposition
leaders has specified who
should: be-in the interim |
government, saying: only. |
it should comprise people. |
outside the ruling Burma:
Socialist Programme Par-
ty who are “acceptable to
all'the people.”
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