O

/

i

£

G’/%Q

1

oo /&

ﬁ)pposition
in Burma™"

bids to form
united front

Rangoon (Reuter) —
Key opposition figures

met student protest lead- |

ers yesterday in an at-
tempt to form a united
front against the ruling
Burma Socialist Pro-

~gramme Party.

Aung San Suu Kyi,
daughter of independence
hero Aung San, eaid the

_opposition would an-

nounce proposals within
48 hours on the formation

of an interim - gov-
ernment.
Opposition figures,

among them Aung San
Suu Kyi, 43, also met the
government commission
charged with organising
multi-party elections
within three months and
told them polls run by the
BSPP were not ac-
ceptable.

“There is no way the
people  could  accept
them,” she said dfter the
talks which were also at-
tended by former defence

. minister Gen Tin Oo and

Brig Ayng Gyi.

1

Aung Gyl i

gpent guarding their '
property against looters.

One diplomat said
there was no sign the gov-
ernment would give in to
opposition demands and a
showdown appeared inev-
itable.

On Monday night, De-
fence Minister and army
commander Gen Saw
Maung put the army

firmly behind the BSPP’s
election 1p1an33
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. Related reports: Page 5 BPQQOC{V{
C&uﬂg-ﬁSan Suu Kyi, Tin

Oo and Ang Gyi later
joined former prime min-
ister U Nu..and indepen-
‘dence hero Bo Ya Naing
‘to meet students, who
urged them to unite and
come up with a plan for

. an interim government.

- “We agreed to deliver a
reponse within 48 hours,”
“Aung San Suu Kyi said.
There were fewer anti-
‘government protesters on
‘the - streets. yesterday

than~in-recent days, but *-
diplomats' said the dem-’

onstrators appeared more
determined to press their
case.

“They seem to be the
hard core, cause-oriented

- students. They are defi-

- nitely’ more organised,

more grim,” an Asian dip-

lomat said.

- Diplomats speculated
there were fewer demon-
strators because violence
was feared .after threats
by small student factions.
Others said many protest-
ers were simply exhaust-
ed after weeks of daily
rallies and nights often

Another diplomat said
the opposition would have
to come up with a plan for
unity and coordination
soon.

The meeting with the
election commission,
formed to supervise elec-
tions within six to 12
weeks, was held at the
initiative of the govern-
ment body. _

An aide to Tin Oo said
commission officials ex-
pressed regret at the op-.
position's'stand.” ~ "

Saw Maung warned op- |
ponents of the govern-
ment: “Please do not try

-to break up the defence

forces because the state
«can lose its independence,
and we, together with all
‘the people, will have to
face grave dangers that !
«cannot be foreseen.”
Burma’s state radio
last night appealed to
workers to go back on
their jobs to end hard-
ships caused by the more
than one-month long pa-
ralysis of the economy

. and services by demon-

strations and strikes.
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