says troops

no longer =

with BSPP

‘Rangoon (Reuter) — The - ’
Buimeése Goverimént én- "~ Reports Page 6'---"'--
nﬁunced yesterday that
all 180,000 members of .
the armed forces and all of qu?mngha fr&f poll and
civil servants were no malstmt%ndad_ e govern-.
longer members of the m?rr;l Bb d own'lso
ruling Burma Socialist . e broadcast alao car,
Programme Party, ried a report of a third
. Official radio Rangoon document, from the Coun-
said the Council of State, &lat‘)f Mlms%e‘ml e saying
the top government body. . now a:l;lucf“ -party den?x
took the decision to en- ... sivil servants should
sure that. multi-party r::zm to work by Se
elections set for within . o 19. y Sep-
three months ‘would be
free. = . Itsmdt.hatmmulh—
“Armed forces men, po- party democracies “gov-
licemen, personnel from ernment staff have the
public organisations, per- duty to support any gov-
sonnel frmax state depart- gmme‘ﬁt that was elected
ments and corporations y public votes.”
and other personnel who

kel S pould o s

party members,” the civil servants who had not

 broadcast quoted the gov- returned to _their jobs by i

ernment as saying. September 26.

“'m - absolutely ~ Severing the armed |
amazed,” a Western dip- forces from the ruling|

lomat said. “It sounds like  party has been a key op-
a mass suicide.” - position demand and was
The radio also quoted a  contained in a joint state-

. party-document as saying ment - issued by leading |

that as a result of the opposition figures Gener-
Council’s decision every- al Tin Oo, Aung San Suu
one employed by the state  Kyi and Bngad.\er Aung
would be permitted to re-  Gyi, on Wednesday. -
slgn from the BSPP, Bur- Tin Oo, a former de*
ma’s only political party

for ‘the last quarter cen- i
tury. the past that the opposi

tion cannot hope.to suc-

ceed without the support .

of the armed forces.. -
Since the foundi

‘The government order
| said soldiers, police and
" other c1v1l servants
should be severed from all

litical parti the BSPP in 1963 to -‘
potlica’ parules. timise the rule of Ne Win,
h El:t?r herl'l an eatllmabeﬁ who seized power the year
alf a million people too mbers. of-
to Rangoon streets for the before, all .me of

third consecutive day, de-. .E:::mlfaa m;,nege m
. manding that the govern: . o "ol e

ment resign to ® way
for aninterim admims- fug u;‘;? th:ti:;—dla“ a;v
tration.. mat said, “And. mey’m
Virtually the . whole - not far off lighting the
Rangoon police force and powder keg.
nearly all- civil servants  “Either they're prepar .
in the capital have been ing to retire
on strike and taking part having made’ “their last
in demonstrations sup- conceasion or its a trick.
porting ' the opposition’s  '“It makes a very vola-
demands tile sltuatmn pretty: well'
govemmen(agreed explosive.”
to hold multi-party elec- Tin Oo told Reuters on
tions last weekend, after Thursday night it was his
months of massive street  sense of the situation that
protests and strikes erip-  the government was seek-
_pled the country. - ing a way out - “Some,
The opposition rejected sort of honourable: mth
the ‘election offer, saying drawal and honourab ()
the BSPP was incapable retreat.” ya

The government said it

fence minister, has said in-{- -
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