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Saw Maung —
Ne Win loyalist
and hardliner

GENERAL Saw Maung, who
rcized power in Burtha yes-
terday, is regarded as a
hardliner who has loyally
taker hiz  ordera from
strongman Ne Win during
most of his own 39-year
ATIY CArcer. ’

Citing mounting chaos in Bur-
rm, Saw Maung set up a “Pence
restoration Cammittee™ with him-
=:f a3 chairman; sbolished most
wrpans of state; and imposcd 8 cur-
rew on the capital. But he promised
multi-party general elections when
order was restored,

Analysts had never ruled out the
pussibelity of a coup by the 186,00
strong argwed (orees, the only well-
srganued group lefl in the country.
it events aleo appeared to be mov-

ag Wrwwrds 4 compromise between
-ppoeition leaders and the en-
irenched old guard.

Although few detsils about Saw
Mrung are known outside or within
Burma, he 15 widely regarded as
close to both Ne Win and the ruth-
lems, toppled President Sein Lwin.
Many Wettern diplomats in Ran-
goan believe both men remain the
key power brokers in Burma, de-
roite their official resignations.

Saw Maung, 59, wus named de-
fence minister lagt July 27 ia Sein
Lwin’s government, which subte-
quently ordered Uroops o gun down
demonqirutars. Faced by mamsive,
countrywide demonstraticas, Sein
Lwin retigned on August 12, while
Saw Maung remained both defence
minister and head of the armed
forces

His clove asscistion with Sein
Lwin — dencrilmed by opponents as

“the most hatad man in Burma®™ —
coald ignite the already tense situ-
ation. Immedistely afler the coup
announcement, thousands of pevple
took o the streets, erecting barmi-
cades and aalling far weapons,

Saw Maung was sleo criticsed -

tarlier by key opposition figure
Aung Gyi for bypassing the pre-
scribed chain-of-command when he
ordered the 44th Light Infantry Di-
wision into Rangoon lest March to
brutally put down stud=nt-led dem-
onstrations.

“He lacks the intellectual gifis of
his predecrasors at that post and,

therefore, i seen as easily uurupu-

lated by the two top leaders,” wrote
Burma expert Bertil Lintaer in a
receat jasue of the Hong Kong-
based newsmagazioe Far Eutcrn
Economic Review,

Orders from the top men — Ne
Win and Sein Lwin — are normally
executed by Saw Mayng's deputy,
Maj Gen Than Shwe, who Lintner
deseribed as “a ruthieas (ield com-
mander who is more feared than
respected by his fubordinates.”

Than Shwe was listed in the No.
2 powition on the 19-member Peace
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Restoration Commitiee.

According s official records, Saw
Maung was born in Mandalay end
studied ot a high scbool in that
former royal capital.

He joined the army in 1949, &
year after Burma guined indepen-
dence from Great Britain. Al-
though be wus not of Ne Win's gen-
eration, which bsd fought first
against the British end then the
Japanesc in World Wer [, Saw
Maung appeared to have gained the
genersls favour,

By 1967, five yeary after Ne Win
staged his military coup against a
democratically  ehected  govern-
tment, Saw Maung became a battal-
ion eommander with the rank of
major. Betweea 1975 o 1976 he
beaded the 99th Light Infantry Di-
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fightiag comumuanist insurgeats and
ethnic minority Kachin rebels in
remote frootier areas,

An alleged coup atempt by some
military officers againsi Ne Win in
1976 saw a major purge of army
ranks. “Those who stayed on and
did well had W prove their lpyalty,”
ooted Jonel Silverecin, » Burma

the United Statea
Saw Maung wws nwirded in
1976 with the Southwest Com-
mand. oae of nine regional military
ds in Burma. He held the

aaid last oight the Thai Fareign Minia-
try ia clomrly musniuaring the silyation io
Buwma,

Sicce the mtuation thery was cafus-
ing and Jittle reliable oews s trickling
omat of Burvos, but ws st i & pemition o
preseat any vicws, be sard

Hewever, be ooted that the Foreign
Ministry was io regular costact wich the
Thai Embasry in Rangoca

'_ufmfortbeuwyinﬂurmm
‘lerminelogy, and deputy defence

pokition until 1951 when he beu.rm
the ubuum general

Two years later be was named-
army commander, or the vice chicl

minister. He was promoted W chief
of stafl, or artoed foroes command-
er, in 1985 — AP
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