Rangmm on Fxlday “call-
ing for. adoption of. the
1947 constitution drawri
up - after Burma’s. inde:
pendence. from Britain,
It also urged the forma-
tion of a caretaker gov-
ernment - and free - elec-
tions as-soon as possible.
“As regards the consti-
tution, the people are not
demanding {amend-

fr——

Sine emly August the
government has been un-
der siége by a a national
revolt: ‘encompassing al-
most all sectors of society;
with'the exception so far
of active army officers.

The bar. council state-
ment. was directed at
President Maung Maung,
chairmari - of -the- Burma
Socialist Programme Par-

founder-Ne Win'a_single-
party rule. - drafted by
Maung Maung and-other
party leaders - “had also
been violated: when' stu-
dents ‘and. people. peace-
fully demonstrating were
shot at;” the council said.
“These are only some of
the instancesin which the
laws had been violated by
thie ovgany of power.”

at 1achilek tewn

Mag' Sai-— More thap
5,000, Burmese - students,

merchants and: villagers:

protested: -~ against the
Rangoon government
during- o demonstration
in Tachilek yesterday.
The rally, organised by
students and bolsteéred by

Thousands: of. people. march "past-the Sule "Pagoda
(right) and the City Hall {left) dunng a massive demon-

stration. on Thursday to demand ‘an mtenm govern--

ment— AP

Students carrying banners: reading.

‘Enough: of Lanzin: (govt) party -and

60" monks; began- at 10"}

a.m. and gaw a number of
fiery ‘speeches while un-
armed “troops and police: |-
looked: on. passively. ‘

A group of 11-students,
in. an . interview  on' the.
bridge spanning the Mae:
Sai. river, said -mass. pro--
tests -and general/ strike
will. ‘continue - until  the
embattled Ne Win regime
gives way to & caretaker
government.

The ‘students- said: ral-
lies will be postponed be-
cause villagers needed to
tend to- their farms but
the campaign will resume
on. Wednesdsy.

According. to - the stu-
dents, Tachilek . district
officer Maung Song had
been  summoned to Ran-
goon-to brief the authori-
ties on'developments.

Anmiid the protests, Bur- |
mese authorities . have |
czlosed- the border, crip-
pling trade.in Mae Sai’

snd keeping goods out of
where prices .

Thachilek,
have doubled:

Burmese residents said
petrol and bunker oil was' -
in short supply, and: the - -
power. supply was bemgw o

cut at' 9 p.m.

Faced with the prospect . -
of shortages of food and "~
other - necessities, Tachi- -

lek - residents. said . they =~
were - worried.. . -about-.

crime; including robbery.
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