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Students, monks die

in army crackdown

Rangoon {(AP) — Troops of the new military government
fired on Buddhist monks, students and thousands of other
peaceful demonstrators in the capital yesterday, killing
about 100 people. Opposition leaders vowed to fight on until
- democracy. was achi

Residents also reported
clashes between troops
and demonstraters In
Mandalay, the country's
second largest city, and
other major towns includ-
ing Pyiamana, Prome
and Pegu Details were
oot available.” =

Witnesses and other re-
ports said ebout 150 peo-
ple, including 17 soldiers,
had died in fighting in
Rangoon since military
commander Saw Maung
overthrew civilian Presi-
dent Maung Maung in a
coup  Sunday afternoon,
Maung Maung's fate re-
mained unknown, .

An  Asian  diplomat
quoted doctors as saying
67 victimma were hospita-
lised vesterday at Ran-
goon General Hospital.
The military sald soldiers
fired on “violent and un-
ruly mobs” in Rangoon

and three other towms
ovet the two days, killing
23 people and wounding
23, but added its fgures
were incomplate.

Three key opposition
{eaders, reacting to the
killinge, vowed in a joint
gtatement to ““continue
our struggle for democra-
cy by various means until
the goal is achieved.”

Formaer Brig Gen Aung
Gyi, former defence min-
jater Tin Qo and Aung
San Suu Kyi, daughter of
Burma'a late indepen-
dence leader, issued the
statemnent. A fourth lead-
ing opposition figure, for-
mer prime minister Nu,
separately deplored the
killings.

Soldiers shot largely

eved.

u.narm—e(_i_ ;J_fﬂmsters near

the main government ad-
ministrative building, the
US embassy, Sule Pago-
da, Rangoon General

Hoapital and other areas

of the capital,

Troops puarding
bridges and road jupc-
tions fired to stop people
from  suburbs, some
armed  with  swords,
spears, . crossbows  and
other primitive weapons,
who were trying to enter
Rangoon on Sunday night
to join the protesters.

The shooting subsided
by sarly afternoon, but
skirmishas followed as
troops used cranes and
forklifts to c¢lear road-
blocks demonstrators had
ercctod, Witnesses said
one bov was killed and six
wounded when soldiers
fired on youths trying to
retnove a fallen tree that
had been used as g bar-
r'ier.

A Western diplomat in
Bangkok "Aald the wvio-
lance signalted the end 0
the cycle of recent weeks
in which demonstrators
had succeeded in forcing a
sariea of eoncessions from
the povernment.

“We're inte possibly
ane of the final acts now

. 8 naked coofrantatien
with the army,” he said,
speaking  enonymously.
“Fither the students win
or the army wins.”

The ‘soldiers were en-
forcing a ban on public
gatherings impesad im-
medintaly after the coup
by the military command-
er and defence minister,
Gen Saw Maung, and 13
ather manior officers.

The Western diplomat
suggested hard-liner Saw
Maung had seizaed power
to save the Burma Secial-

econbmic ruint,

Othex analysts belizve
the military may have
acted to reassert its tradi-
tional authority.

Military spokesman
Ryaw 3ann told newsmen
soldiers fought demon-
strators in fowr places oo
Sunday night and in sev-
eral areas of the capital
vesterday,

“The wviolant mob ai-
tacked secwrity  foroes

Dwith catapults snd jing.

lees (metal darts) and the
troops had Lo disperse the
mob by shooting in many
parts of the town last
night,” e said

He describad the situa.
tion vestorday in similar
terma, adding that crowds

of mors than 1,000 paople
raided two police stations
and seized two dozen fire-
arms and some amroue
nition.

Kysw Sann sald au-
thorities in most parts of
the country had abolished
the informal administra-
tions set up by protestars,
He gaid three people were
kitlled and 15 wounded
when authorities cleared
centres in Magwe. Taung-
gyl and Lolhaw,

In Rangoon, . another
Western  diplomat  said
soldiers kidden from sight
and posaihly on roafllops

ire on

I
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fired i demonstralors
putside the US embassy
building, whizh may have
been struck by bullets, He
gaid he saw two deman-
strators apparently killed
and two others wounded,
The diplomat said
1,000-2,000  demonstre-
tors were marching in an
orderly procession around
a corner near the embassy
when troops fired wilh
sutomatic weapons,
“They were as far a5 we
could teil unarmed and
behaving. in a peaceful
manner,” he said, also
speaking anonymously.

“The troops opened fire on
that group of demonsira-
wrs, and then opened fire
on the small group of 104
or sd people that were

. standing in front of the

ernbassy 8t the Eame
timea.”

The US mission earlier
evacuated about 100 de-
pendents and non.-essen-
tial staffars. Other em-
hassigs have done the
same.

Withesses aald . they
zaw two monks fall after
being hit near Sule Pago-
da. The military spokes-
man said 10 demonstra-
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tors were killed there es
soldiers fired to disperss
rome 2,000 people.

“Many students ere be-
ing mowed down, Can't
anything be done?” asked
a reporter -telephoning
from the seane of ene con-
frontaticn before break-
ing down in tears.

Witneases said military
trucks took away corpses
while residents dragged
some dead and wounded
into their houses during
lulls in the firing or
placed them into three:
wheeled taxis that wers
pedalled to hospitals.

Saw Maung is known
as a right-hand man of
toppled  President
Lwrin,
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'Burmese army troops man: barricades:barring the way o anu*govemment protesters near tha natnonal
. parliament building last week. — Reuter G Q,P ggL qu@@ \
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