WASHINGTON |
The United States is
considering eudmg
financial  aid

. Burma following ﬂle

military’'s takeover
there and its violent
repression of demon-
strations, the White
House said on Mon-
day

“In light of. develop-
ments over the last 48
hours we are reviewing
our assistance program-
mes to Burma ... With an
eye W whether they
should be eliminated or
changed in any way,”
White House Spokesman
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reporters conditions all over the

Fitzwater maid the country and for the sake
United States deplored and interest of the
ﬂu violence and urged .~

urmese molitary author- ~ “Whatever the coun-
m to begm talks with try's political problems,
opposition leaders “on they cannet be solved by
arrangements for an early Burmese  killing  one
transition to multi-party another,” the White
democracy  which Bur- House spokesman said,
mese in overwhelming urging the military to stop

bers are d & hooting at d

and which the authorities and demonstrators “to
aay they are prepared to refrain from provocative
grant. actions.”

Violence erupted in  On Monday troope in
some Burmese cities aftar  Rangoon opened fire on
the army seized power on  Pro E/A&_han
Sunday saying it wan B\ it-
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" Marlin mvm “tald 6" “hali" " deborattig - Heoss caid 5
: people were killed in the

vialence.

M, hil Assist

official said Sigur en-
dorsed the - aid cutoff

Mond.

Secretary of State Gaston
Sigur recommended Mon-
day a cutoff of the
US$12.2 million in US aid
to Burma to express
disapproval of the new

military  government
there, & department
official said.

The official, who asked
not o be identified, said
he expects the adminis-
tration in the next two or
three days to act on the
recommendation  from
Sigur, the assistant
secretary of state for East
Acsian and Pacific affairs.

Presid R and

after: - delibera-
tions by State . Depart-
ment, Agency for Interma-
tional Development and
Pentagon officials.

US aid for fiscal 1988
consists of US$7 million in
development .aid for
agriculture and primary
health care, US$5 million
for opium eradication and
US%260,000 for military
training, according to
State Department figures.

The official said no US
aid to Burma had been
delivered  gince  July
because many federal civil
aervanta in the capital of

+ &
Secretary of State George
Shultz would have to
approve the recommenda-
tion before the
halted.

*The key concern of the
department is, ‘Do we
really want even minipa

regime, which is'
opposed by the
people?” the official eaid.
“There have been no
disgenting voices.”

-In an interview, Repre-
)aenum'vc Stephen Selarz,
Democrat of New York,
chairman of the House
Foreign Affairs subcom-
mittee on Asian and
Pacific  affairs, called
Monday for an aid cutoff
“both to protest this new
wave of violence against
the Burmese people and
ag a symbel of our support
for the democratic aspira-
tions of the people of
Burma.”

aid is

have ekipped
Join  anti-
demonstra-

work to
government.
tions.

He said the department
expects an aid cutoff to be
a symbol that the
Burmese peopla  would
bas a sign the

Mee is behind

B Department
spukesman ‘Charlea Red-
man said, “The United
States is deeply concerned
about and deplores tHe
violence that has erupted
once again in Burma "

He urged the Burmese
military “immediately to
stop shooting at demon-
strators” and called on
them “to enter into
discussions with opposi-
tion leaders on arrange-
ments for an early
transition to multiparty
democracy.”

Asked about an aid

cutoff, Redman said only,

“Obviously, as this kind ¢
gituation develops, w
have to keep looking at a
possibilities.”

The department offici:
said the State Depar
ment believes Ne Wi
played a role in Sunday
coup  becanse  “Sa
Maung is Ne Win'a eron
We have reports -
mestings between the tv.
during the last fe
weeks.”

The official said Burtc
Levin, the US ambass
dor to Burma, tried
contact Burma's lead
Monday “to deplore the
violence” egainst prote
tors but was told th
were too busy to talk wi
him. He said Levin wou
try ugein Tucsday
convey US disapproval. -
Reuter/UPI
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