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A LITTLE-known un-
derground  political
group that claims a
wide following in Bur-
ma  has called for
“penceful coexistance
in a rebel-free United
States of Burma.”
Kyaw Min, president of
the National Unity Party,
told the Bangkok Post

that the NUP .— “a secret.

underground party”
founded some. #ix. years
ago to represent all of the
country’s nationalities —
had been in contact with
minority rebel and major
opposition leaders seek-
ing the ouster of the rul-
ing party of Gen Ne Win.

“We pledge our moral
support to Gen Aung Gyi,
Gen Tin Oo and Aung San
Suu Kyi — the leading
opponents of the Burma
Socialist Programme Par-
ty — to form an interim
government and to en-
sure that truly democrat-
ic elections will be carried
out throughout the na-
tion,” he said.

The 48-year-old leader
called upon Burma’s

armed. forces ‘to resign

from the BSPP and join
with the people in support
of democracy.

He said the duty of the
armed forces is to protect
the people from foreign
aggressors, not to take up
arms against the people.

He had sent the NUP’s
views on how Burma
could be reconstructed to
Gen Aung Gyi and other
Ne Win foes.

Kyaw Min, a US-edu-

.. " cated Kachin, said minor-
"+ ity rebel leaders are be-
- ginning to accept that
.. independence for
. ethnic group would be im-
. possible, and

each

that it
would be more practical

to strive for a kind of

“United ' States of Bur-
ma”, with each state be-
ing semi-autonomous.

president Ne Win ag“a
leader who was not a
leader, the only man in
all of Burma with money
in foreipn banks.”

‘More and more people
in Burma realige the need
for national unity., The
government ‘must be for
the people, not in tonfron-
tation with them, he said:

‘While welcoming coop-
eration with rebel ethnic
groups, Kyaw Min said
his party rejects the Bur-

mese, Cotomunist. Party:
“Spcialism under Ne Win
wai bad enough; ind com-
munism would be worse,”

His . party. -would- focus
on. the- political . struggle
and would resort to armea
only if all else . fails, he
vowed: - “In  an. -armed
struggle, Burmese would
be killing. Burmese, and
that is the last thing we
want.”

And 'if & new-govern:
ment is set up?

i

“We would ol want
posts-ih the new pgovern-
ment;” he said, “We are
all " businessmen - with
good - incomes. . All  we
would . ask. for would be
freedom and the right to
pursue our businesses.”

The other leaders of the
NUP are Hmuay Kyaing,
a Karen, vice president
and  coordinator;  Soe
Aung, -a Mon, secretary
general; and Kyaw Lin, &
Shan.

However, he said, the
Karen National Union
still wants independence.

Over its 26 years. in
power, the BSPP has for-
feited any right to govers
-the  codintry; he: suidid T
all that'tims, they could
have. done much for the
country, but instéad have
taken it to the bottom.”

He described former -

Burmese youths drive around:the: Sule Pagoda (background). garlier this rﬁonth to
- protest. authoritarian rule. - AP
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