. BURMESE opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi has called
on the United Nations to pressure the new Burmese Govern-
: ment to negotiate with pro-democracy protesters.

by Alan Boyd in Rangoon

But she warned in an

~ interview with the Bang-

kok Post that the interna-

“tional community should
not intervene directly.

“T hope the United Na-
tions makes a strong pro-

- test, but I'm wary of any
kind of foreign external
intervention in the affairs
of the country,” she said,

“This i8 very much an
affair of the Burmese peo-
ple, and I feel that we
should be able to resolve
it ourselves.

“But T hoped the inter-
national . community
would be a bit stronger
about ‘its protests. We
would appreciate some
moral support from all di-
rections.”

Aung San Suu Kyi at-
tacked Western countries
that continued support-
ing the Burmese Govern-
ment through aid
programmes.

“If you take the case of
a country like Japan, we
would like them to say
they won’t give aid to
such- a government, as
West Germany has done,”
she said.

“I wish the internation-
al  community  woul
make it quite clear that
the suppression by the
armed forces is no way for
a respoisible government
o behave., They should

-ndemn such be-

P
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‘you can't have elections if
they're shooting people
down in the streets’

haviour.”

The opposition leader
discounted fears that cuts
in aid from abroad would
aggravate food shortages
in Burma.

“As a matter of fact, the
pecple have not really
had the benefit of the aid
in the past 26 years. I

d -don’t -think the people

have benefited much from
the aid that has been giv-
en to the Government,”
she said.

“We're going ahead and
trying to get and distrib-
e——y

ute as much rice as possi-
ble. This is one of our

main aims: to see that the °

people have enough to
eat.

“In any case, the food
position eeems to have
picked up. There are un-
confirmed reports that
there has been distribu-
tion of rice in some areas
of Rangoon, but I don
know to what extent.”

Despite Sunday’s mili-
tary coup, Aung San Suu
Kyi is still hopeful that

talks could be held with

the Government,

“On Tuesday night, the |

gtate council of the Bud-
dhists made an announce-
ment on the radio asking
for negotiations. And ob-
viously this is only done

at the behest of the Gov- |

ernment,” she said.

“But  whether this
shows they want to cool
the people down, or
whether they still want to
negotiate, we  don't
know.”

She reiterated the re-
fusal of opposition groups

.to take part in an election

campaign if the Govern-
ment proceeds with its de-
clared intention of hold-
ing a multi-party poll
within three months,
“Nobody has come up
and registered, so no po-.
litical parties have been
formed. . They're - mostly

little. \gmgm theyireinoly

politl cal ﬁw B

derstand = exactly what
they want to do, as you
can’t really have free elec-
tions -if they're shooting
pecple. - down . in

walk
streets and be safe; how
can you be free to vote for

ers-that-be don’t want?”
Aung San Suu Kyi ad-

movement had been set
back by the military coup,

the next step would be a
crackdown on opposition
i leaders, i

“A couple of opposition
people were taken away,
One was somebody who
was helping me in the of-

mitted that the protest:

and expressed fears that.

“It’s very difficult to un-”

the i
streets. Nobody is going '
to believe in freedom.

“If youre not free to™
even . along ‘the"

somebody that the pow- '

fice and really had noth- |

ing to do with all this.
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“Innocent " people are
being shot down for no
_ reason at all. And it's not
; as if they are fighting
-back. I believe in some in-
stances people were shot

were walking past — by
snipers in buildings.

“I really think it’s time
the Government started
thinking about the good
of the country and the
people, instead of just-
what they want to do.

“T would like every
country in the world to re-
cognise the fact that the
people of Burma are being
sllllot down for no reason at
a .”

Asked whether the op-
position was sticking by
{ its call for a non-violent

response to brutal mili-
| tary force, Aung San Suuy
. Kyi said the Burmese
| people must retain the
i right to self-defence.

| "Whatever arms they

have, it's a pitiable Iot,
very little. And if you're
shot on, then pecple pick
up guns and shoot back.
Oue would say they were
shooting in self-defence.

at from above as they

“It’s not encugh to say
the armed forces are just
putting down mob vig-
lence, it’s just not true,
Even if there is & rmob,
you don’t put down a mob
carrying catapults by us-
ing guns.”
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