‘Burma holds Japanese ne

THE Japanese Govern-
" ment i8 conducting secret
negotiations to free two
television cameramen
who were arrested while
trying to enter Burma il-
legally to record the un-
rest in Rangoon.

Karen rebels and Japa-
nese officials named the
two last night as Naoki
Mabuchi, 44, and Sho-
suke Takeuchi. Both are
Japanese nationals.

The two cameramen
were in Burma as free-
lancers, but were believed
to be working under an
arrangement with Asahi
Television of Tokyo.

A Japanese Embassy
spokesman said the cam-
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eramen were held in the’

town of Pa-An, 80 km in-
side Burmese territory,
probably on September
17.

Guerrilla leaders at the
nearby Karen headquar-
ters of Maw Po Kay in
southeastern Burma told
the Bangkok Post they
were approached by Ma-
buchi and Takeuchi on
September 11 to guide the
two men to Rangoon.

“We refused because

the risk was too high, so
they hired an indepen-
dent guide,”

one Karen.

leader said.

“We heard they were
arrested in Pa-An and are
now being held in
Moulmein.”

The~embassy spokes-
man said they were both
unharmeéd and were be-
ing treated fairly well by
their captors. No charges
had yet been laid by
Burma.

“We have been in touch
with the Burmese Gov-
ernment, but the embassy
has not yet decided how to
approach the problem,”
she said.
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ly to prove an embarass-
ment for Japan, which is
Burma’'s biggest aid do-
nor and enjoys good rela-
tions with the govern-
ment in Rangoon.

Complicating the prob-
lem is the fact that Mabu-
chi, a world-acclaimed
cameraman, is known to
have filmed extensively
in rebel-held areas and
three years ago was ex-
pelled from Thailand for
recording a controversial
interview with opium
warlord Khun Sa.

He was formerly based
in Bangkok with the
American Broadcasting
Company (ABC) and is
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His compamon, Takeu
chi, is a freelance photog-
rapher who had exten
sively covered events i
Laos before and after th.
Communist takeover.

® Meanwhile, Japa:
expreased concern yester
day about political deve!
opments in Burma anc
said it would wait to de
cide whether it would re
cognise that nation’s nev
military government.

“Japan has very stron
concern about the unst:
ble political situation i:
Burma,” Foreign Mini-
try spokesman Yoshifurr.
Matsuda told reporters =
a regular news-briefin,
“We are ready to coope:
ate in any manner ... i
re-establishing stabili
to the Burmese sit.
ation.” .

T —




	1

