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Burmese Opposition in

Bp8soq o

to form new front

move

- Opposition lead-
ers . announced  yes:
terday .. they would
form i united front
ol all groups strug-
gling for democra.

aygainst the pew milf: :

tary government of.
General Saw Maung.

It was the firal signifi-
tant attempl by Aung
Gyi, Tin' Qo, 'and Aung
Ban Buu Kyl to forge a
hew opposition - steategy
after v bloody trackdown
by Saw Maung after Sun-
day'r coup.

A spokésman for the
three,  Tvn.. Shwe, . sa
“Many. orgavieations i
clodin the students have
requested them to form a
fromt' ws an, uiibrelln or-
ganitation -of. all groups
slriving | for.. democracy.
The: leaders'. hive - now
consenited... Formal  ane
toureemént of the forma-
tion-of the. front will: fol:
Tow ‘pootn.”

Tin Qo gaid within two
or.three. daya: he -would
snnoutiee. - tactics ta

¢ counter Lhiv. army's force

of arms. “After that we
will take cincerted action
aguinst the military fun-
ta," tie told Reaters.

Tin- 0o - alse - welcomed
the U5 decision: to ' sua.
pend: ‘aid to, Burma' and
aaid the Burmese paople
wire “encotitraged by for.
eign- govermunents use of
Atrong ‘diplomilic terms
agrinst the military gov-
ernmert,”

“Tt. is: despicable to aee
people . whe. have . guns
shoot: ' those. who don't
bave: =ny,” Tin. Qo told
United Fresx Internation-
al, He said e doubted the
military. would arrest top
opposition leaders.

“But certainly they are
osul looking for ptudent
and worker. leaders and

;' quite a few of them dre in

hiding," Tin Oo said,

Also yesterday, a mili-
tory attache sl 8 foroign
embasey told the Associ-
ated Press he and his col-
ledgues, wete told by the
military intelligenee
chief, Brigndier General
Khin' Nyunt, that as of
Wednesday 262 people,
including 238, civilians,
bad been killed since the
£oup,

Khin Nyunt tald the at-
taches invitad to » hrisi-
ing on Thursdey that 188
civilions ware killed: in
Rangoow, the capital, and
50 others in other towns.
The ' povernmenl  de-
seribed those casualties
un lootirs.

The othery killed were
aecurity foreds in the capi-
tal and two other towns,
he said,

State-fun’ Radio Han-
goon had earlier given o

" death tol] of about 150, A
. Western armbassador said

accounts from witnesses
and doctors. indicated ag
many as 400 people,
many. of them wnarmed,
pescaiul | demongtrators,
wers killed. in: Rangoon
alone.

Opposition Jeaders suid
yesterday pamphlets dis.
tributed fu Rangoon un-
der their signature urg-
ing an ond 16 a4 civil
servants’ strike ware bo-

e T
Budd

and that @ train was able
to leave Burmn's sectind
city for Pyintnana in. the
north . on . Thureday- af-
tetnoon.

Ina radio address to the
nation for the first time
sinee - the coup, . Saw
Maung told the opposic
tion - yesterday. mob. 1
make sny further de:
mande on . his - pov.
ernment, :

“I would like to requist
the respective. leaders
that for the. time bwing
they nol make any nther
demands and try to.con-
trol the siluation” ke
said.

Tin 'Oo and Auty San
Suu Kyi and, Brigudier
Anng Gyi have. called on
the military gowmmmetit
to pive an eecounting. of
civilians killed- by . the
army, release juiled pio-
democracy | eantpuigners
and negotiate immediate-
ly on the formation of wn
interim. ' government. to
lésd Burma back to de-
mocTacy:

‘NO PLANS®

Brigadier General
Khin Nyunt tsld the for-
eign military attaches on
Thursday: “We . are. just
reatoring the peénce and at
this time we have' no
plans o negotinte,”

“Ax poon s thero. ix
pesce. and. tranguillity
and |aw and arder ik the
country, democratic
multisparty gensral alec.
th:an will be. held,™ he

BAN],

“The. ' defence. forde-
&..have no, wish: whitsc-
ever to take control of
state power,” he was
quoted ag seying by the
afficial radio,

"What thevy hawve dnrin

1 monks join protestars In Rangoon on Sentember

Haw Maung also gaid in
ki radio nddress his gov-
entunent, woild go ahead
with tivlti-party general
elections. despits the op-
ponition’s -refuss! 10 par:
ticipate -ind. sald . power
would bé hinded ovgr to
whithever parly. won the
elactions,

Nodate has been set for
the palis.

Aung San Suu Kyi snid
an Thursday (he- opposi-
Lin would ot even think
about . patrticipating . in
elections until the. shoot.
ing stapped.

An aide to former prime
minjstér- U Nu, Burma's
tust derhocratically elect-
ed” haad . of* povernment,
said he nlso would refuss
o §ain in the elections,

The 8Z-yeurold U Nu
was ailing and under doc.
tors’ cire, the aide waid,

U Nu has renewsd calls
to. other. apposition. lend-
ers to join fortes with hiy
alternstive  governmment
— arirvived version of the
govaertonent that way top-
pled in 1962, He said the
surviving meambers of his
26-year-gld - Parligment
would meet i Novembor, |

“We.da not cooperats |
With U Nu,* waid Tin O,
“Theds ' former thembers
vt parliamint were slock-
ed. before the military
coup of 1962 and sre now
Ta, bhatr 700,

The. army ¢antinued to
mearch homes and arrest
dissidenls, witnesses and
diplomnta anid, Searches
wore tometimes accoropa-
nind by beatings if pro-
democerncy literature was
found, they said.

No relisble estimates
arc “available on . how
maity people. hava- beey
arrested, .

A

b demdastyations for de-
mocracy that {illed. Ran.
goon’s-girectd before the
military takegver,

He. said soldiors ‘were
searvhing for'a Buddhist
monk known gs “He Red
Eagle™, . a  wall-known
leadur " of pro-demecracy
sirikes . that have. pares
lysed the country,

A doctor -at Hangeon
General. . Hospital  Lold
Rusttert 500 peoplé. were
being: treated there for
army-inflited” wotnds,
Many. had becn shot in
the'cheit or hack,

The hospital was eriti-
enily . short of medicine
and “other: supplies, the
doctor anid.

Minor. surgery \Wis ba.
ing. performed  witheul
anaesthetics. Many
woundad . were Iving on
mats in eotridors because
thers wete not enough
beds,

“This i% x lrue emer-
Rency siludtion, hospitals
are prectically. empty of
eupplier,” # foreign -uid
administrator syid.

-+ Reports of fightisg bé;
tween students and ealt’

diers continued to be re-
ceived  here from
Mandalsy, which was to-
tally undet the eantrol of
monks #nd students for
weeks. before. the army
moved,

Mandalay rcufdunta

told Agence France-Press

tronpa had surrounded a
manastery there in a fuce-
off  with bundreds
armied monks.and peopls
ingide and in the adjoin-
ing cémetery, Five or six
ople were killed at Ma-
sayein onastery - but
troops had  not ‘trind ts
overmin, tht. site, appar.
ently: bacause they. vy
lised

itowould, peant

17. one day bafore the military sta

ged a sbhup, ~ F(eu;ar

from fighting - sthnie in-
surgents in the vorth and
vart gnd had been told
they were being sent to
fight Burma Communist
Party members.  The
troops. were surprised to
find themselves facing
students and monks, the
residenty said.

Tin Oo snid the heavy
congentration of troops in
the capital exposed the
aruy to atiack by ethnic
gueryillps.

“They will riot be i 4
pogitiofnt to réinforen their
bardpressed troops in tha
robel. aress,” the former
gencral said, “This is cor
tainly making their posi-
tion very difficult.”

Official radio’ hag od-
mitted that demonsta-
tors huve captured at
least 66 weapons inelud-
ing hand grenades and
sub-machine guns. Tt-said
searches wern tarting up
illegal weapons all gver
the country,

Protesters: . vowed  &n
fight on und there were

-rumours of quantities of
military  waapons being

-amugglad into the ity for

of 15

the next round of clashes,

There wore alss unson-
frmed reports that the
tommunisls are supply-
ing Chinege-made arms

g

in the capital, THe B
operate mostly in  the
north ind northeast op
the border with China.

“ believe Gghting will
continue, but with the:
students  oulnumbered
and outfunned we may
aee ‘n peried of guerrills
war and terrorism,” one
western.  diplomat. told
Reuters,

Rangoon. residents told
AFP that food has been
plentiful, with anti.gov.
ermment.  denjopstrators
organising special ahip-
ments to keep the eapital
aupplied,

® The US Embass
evatuated fve staff mem.
bers yesterday in n pre-
cautionary wove, More
stafl membera wre o be
fown out in coming days
but the embassy will stay
open, according to. Ross
Petring, spokestan of the
US Embassy in Bangkok®
On Thuraday -2 special
sireraft of the Bangla-
desh airling carried some
53 people; mostly Bangla.
deshi nationals and fam-
ilien of embassy staff to
Dhaka.

The plane alse carried
foreign nationdjy of Aug.
tradis, Nepal, Egypt and
the: Netherlands, officiuls
at Dhaka airport anid.
o .
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