| Rangoon (Agenicies)

— Opposition lead-
erg announced yes-
terday they would
form a uniteéd front
of all groups strug-
gling for democracy
against the new mili-
tary government of
General Saw Maung,

It was the first signify-
cant attempt by Aung
Gyi, Tin Oo, and Aung

! Ban Suu Kyi o forge a

new opposition strategy
after a bloody erackdown
by Saw Maung after Sun-
day's coup.

A spokesmnan . for the
three, Tun Shwe, said:
“Mnny organisations in.
cluding the students have
requested them Lo form a

nt as an umbrella or-
ganisation of all groups
stniving  for democracy,
The leaders have now
consented. Formal an-
nouncement of the forma-
tion of the front will fol.
low soon,”

Tin Oo said within two
or three days he would
announee  tactics  to
counter the army's force
of arms, “After that we
will take concerted action
against the military jun-
ta,” he told Reuters.

Tin Oo also weleamed
the US decision to sus.
pend aid to Burma and
said the Burmese people
were “encourgaged by for-
eign governments use of
strong diplomatic terms
against the military gov-
eérnment,”

“It is despicable ty sae
people who have gung
shoot . those who don't
have any,” Tin Oo told
United Press Internation-
al. He said he doubled the
military would arrest top
opposition leaders.

“But certainly they are
out looking for student
and worker leaders and
quite n few of them are in

; hiding." Tin Qo sajd.

Algo vesterday, a mijl;.
tary attache at & foreigm
embangy told the Ausoci-
ated Press he und his col.
leaguer were told by the
military intelligence
chief, Brigadier General
Khin Nyunt, that us of
Wedneadny 263 people,
including 238 civilinns,
had been killed since the
toup,

Khin Nyunt told the at-
taches invited to a brief-
ing on Thursday that 188
civilians were killed in
Rangoon, the capital, and
50 others in other towns.
The  government  dg.
seribed  those cnannltios

and that s train was able
lo leave Burma's second
city for Pyinmang in the
north on Thursday af
lernoon.

In a radio addressto the
nation for the first time
since  the  coup, Saw
Maung told the Opposi-
tion  yesterday . not to

make any further -de.
mands  on  hjs gov-
ernment.,

“Twould like to request
the  respective leaders
that for the time being
they not make any other
demands and try to con-
trol  the situalion,” he
suid,

Tin Qv and Aung San
Sun Kyi and Brigadier
Aung Gyi have called on
the military governmeant
L give an accounting of
civilinna  killed by ‘the
army, relense jailed. pro-
demnerncy cRIpaigners
and negotiate immadinte.
ly on the formation ol an
interim  government to
lead Burma back to de-
mocracy,

‘NO PLANS’

Saw Maung also said in
his radio address his gov-
ernment would go ahead
with multi-party general
elections despite the op~
pasition's refusal to par-
ticipate ond said power
would be h#nded over to
whichever party won the
electiona,

No date has been set for
the pollg,

Aung San Suu Kyi said
on Thursday the opposi-
tion would not even think
about participating .- in
elections until the shoot.
ing stopped,

An aide to former prime
minister U Nu, Burma's
tagy democratically elect-
ed head of government,
said he also would refuse
to join in the elections.

The 82.yearwold U Nu
wag ailing #nd under doc.
tors’ care, the nide said,

U Nu has renewed callg
W other opposition lead.
ers to join forces with his
alternative  government
-—arevived version of the
government that was top-
pled in 1962, He said the
surviving members of hig

Rangoon on September 17

al demonstrations for de-
mocracy. that filled Ran.
goon’s sirects before the
military takegver,

He sdid soldiers. wers
searching for o Buddhbist
monk-known as “the Red
Eagle™,.. a well-known
leader of pPro-democracy
strikes that have para-
lysed the country.

A “doctor. 2t Ruangoon
General Hoepital 1ol
Reuters 400 people were
being treated there (or
army-inflicted.  wounds,
Many had been shot in
the chest. or back.

The hospital was eritj.
cally -short of medicine
and."other ‘supplies, the
doctor said,

Minor. surgery was be-
ing  performed” withoat
anacsthelics, Many
wounded wete lying on
mata in corridors because
there wore not ennugh

A,

“This ik & tlge emer.
gency situntion, hospitals
are practically empty of
supplies,” g foreign  nid
administratar said.

Renarts of G 1.,

v ONO-day  Heforg the milita

ry staged a coup. — Reuter

fromi fighting . athnie in-
surgents in the north and
ensl.and had been told
they were being sent to
fight Burma Communigt,
Party  members, The
Ltroopa were surprised to
find . themselves facing
students and monks, the
residents sajd,

Tin Oo said the heavy
concentration of troops in
the capity) exposed the
Army to.attack by ethnic
guerrilias,

“They, will not be in a
Position Lo réinforce theijr
hardpressed troops in the
rebel areas,” the former
reneral said, “I'his is cor-
tainly making their posi-
tion very diffieuly.”

Official radin his. ad.
mitted that demonatra.
tors have captured at
least 6§ weapons inelug-
ing hand grenades and
submachine guns, It said
Bearches were lurning up
illegal weapons il over
the country.

Proteaters . vowed . iy
fight on and there were
mours of quantities of

in the capital, "The BCP
operate mostly in  the
north and northeast on
the border with China.

“I believe fighting will
continue, bul with the
students  outhumbered
and outgunned we may
fee a period of guerrilla
war ‘and terrorism,” one
western  diplomat
Reuters.

Rangoon residents told
AFP that food has been
plentiful,. with anti-gov-
ernment  demonstrators
organiaing special ship-
ments to keep the capital
supplied.

® The US Embuasay
evacuated five stafl mem-
bera vesterday in a pres
cautionary move. More
8lafl members are to be
flown out in coming days
bul. the embassy wil stay
oper, according to Ross
Petzitig, spokesman of the
US Embassy in Bangkok.
On Thuraday u special
sircralt of the Bangla-
desh airline earried some
33 people, mostly Bnngla-
deshi nationals and fam.

told
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