s erowda

descended into anarchy
Maung defied an oppositipn ultim

as increasing numbers of troops m

“Tt lovks. like we are
heading. fof & confronta:

tion," a Western diplomat
said L
. The diplomat said

troopn

weapons and rifles were

being brought into the .

capital in civilian pickiup

and in ermy’
larries. . - | -
. troops  moved
through streets that just
hours before had been
filled with marwudi
of looters a.:ﬁ
vandals.

. The opposition had set
last night's hews broad-
cast on Radid Rangoon as
« dazdline for the resigna-

Looters shot dead in Ran

T In rocsat dave soldier  2C0ROmIC activity came to

inforcing . defensive posi-

. tions around .Radio Ran- ~
on, . the . Defence .
bric wrailroad

matu

Rapgoon (Reuter, UPT) — This city of three million people
hy yesterday but President Maung
atuwm and held onto power
oved into Burma's capital.
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tion of Maung Meung and
his Burma Secialiet Pro-
gramme Party, which has
ruled the country for =
uarter-pentary of in-
iaging . impoverishment
and political repression.
The opposition prom-
ined to fill the sreets with
hundreds of thoussnds of
pro-democracy  demon-
atrators today to mark the
beginning of a nationwide
general strike,
The bruadeast carried
instend & government or-
der prohibiting people

from gathering at the par-
liament building next
Monday, the date set for
an emetgency congresa of
the BSPP to deade the
country’s political future.

“Tomorrow we hope Lo
show the government
that we can paralyse the
whole governmental ma-
chinery if we #o wish,” op-
position leader Aung San
Suu Kyl said after the
broadcast. .

Maung Zaw, an officisl
of the Peace and Dermoc--
racy Lasgue, which in-
cludea sepior opposition
leaders U Nu, Burma's
Jast democratically elect-
ed prime minister, and
former Defence Minister
Geners! Tin Oo, also
spoke to Reuters after the
Radio Rangoon broadcast,

“We have to wait end
ace what will happen to-

- morrow,”  Maung' Zaw
‘maid. “We think the army
‘will. stand od: our ;side,
with the civilihna*® " -,

Earlier in the day, the
government insued an ot-
der ta the army to sheot
anyone caught rensack-

The crowd then broke
ints ncarby government
timber shopa, carting
awgy lumber and fur-
fiture.

“No one dared pre-
vent the looting as a good
many of the people were
armed with knives, point-
ed iron rods and sling-

UPL

Loolers  were  seen
breaking into the Insti-
tute of Medicine at Ran-
goon University and &
number of government
warthouses in the down-
town area.

“The streets are moatly
‘! deserted. FPeople arc
| afraid,” & Western diplo-
wat said.

“There. have been nu-
merous clashes betyeen
looters and local citizens'
eommitiees trying to pre-
scrve order.” he said. We
have received reports of
killings and beheadings.”

Rargoon residents at-
tributcd the looting w
desperation by poor peo-
ple unable o pay nsing
food prices caused by the
unrest and the collspsing
rocialist economy.

There were elso persic:
tent reports that army’
troope initiated miost of
the looting by taking
stores fromm government
warchouses, leaving the
doars open #nd inwviting

_ing ) factories of | local residents to hel;
= - s 4 th lves to what we:
Five lmteredcdwere { Teft,
killed, #ix wounded and | “The lootinge and di
88 artested, Radio Ran- [ turbances may be relate:
goon raid. ‘ to.an army plen to cre

" The worst looting be-
gan  early
morning, witnesses said,
when three river boats
\oaded with charcoal were
boarded by hundreds of
men _who . etaptied the

! IRt
abour 5,000 gathering on

1 who died
quined the

yesterday *

ment -
people,
. Bixteen soldiers held a
news conference in the af-
terndon to call on their

instability as a juatific::
tion fdra coup " o1& dipl
mat aad.

Barricader. that yeig:.
bourhood protaciior. cor:
mittees wnually erst £
ter duak -were thrown u:
T at nonn yesterday |

ticip.ation of increassd =

' government iz sensible.
3 3 it to an

sad very quickly by form-
acceptable to the
" she said, -

sbould bring

Oxford-edu- . ‘army comrades to join the

cated daughter of inde-

forces.

ehots,” the witneas told .

goon
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