nment  slogans,
ar¢hed through
the sireets of the
( ~ capital
esterday in a
fnassive ' rejection,
" the latest .con-

Fressions by the au--

' ontarnan

ning . that stnkmg
Bate workers must re-l
lym to theu- Jobs hy Sep-!

shld give
War ‘W“‘ﬂm fﬂ&‘r
nt”’*a ‘Ethdent . leader
Eaid - thmugh a’ loud—
Epeaker. “Get out by that i
yote Jor we will take ac- l
bioni,” he said. -

government em-
Royees "aleo indicated
Phat the back-to-work
Warning would go un-
eded.
& Government . radio
Borned up the tension an-
Jitier notch by announc-
Hig that two ethnic Karen
ébel sappers had been
letected entering the city
prith explosives and guns.
e official radio gave a
description  of
N of the sappers, alleg-
pily a member of the Ka-
ren National Union force
Aghting the central gov-
prnment, and appealed to
fhe demonstrators to help
pture them.
A>"The: main objectlve of
; revolunon is the im-

: st Pro-
amme Party govern-
nt,” said a statement
ed by the All Burma

=
(=

f The ‘statement rejected
f ‘regulation announced
Friday night that end-
the practice of ruling

y members holding
yats in the mxhtary po-

and civil service.

= “Every second longer
t this pgovernment

ts is another second

‘ 1
:}):;tylmudmg

¥ Interviews with a num-

vermnent regu-

lat.\on orbnds all govern-

' mént employees to be
members of any polmcal
e rul-

The regulation . - was

aimed at winning- 0ppesi- °

tion acceptance of a gov-
ernment plan ‘to stage
multi-party elections it-
self, rather than allowmg.

vice have already aban-
doned the party, and for
the top military the for-
mality of reslgmng from
the party won’ t change
how they act,” he said.

The 200,000-man mili-
tary is about the last ma-
Jor institution supporting
the ruling party whose
leaders consist aimost en-
tirely of current or retired
military men.

among the cheermg, ban-
ner-waving crowds. |
Some student groups
marched to the beat of a
drummer, others strode to
tape-recorded  popular
_music blared out by loud-
speaker vans.
Troops with assault ri-
fles guarding key govern-
ment offices- provided a

grim reminder that mili- °

tary repression of the

s open ﬁre\mless tbe cmwd

The mte.sters angnly
witnesses
said, until Min Ko Naing,

presldent of the Students.
" Union Federation and op-

pogition leader Aung Gyi

_-arrived to defuse the situ-
* ation, )

A‘mﬁ Gyi, a former |
rigadier, pacified
the mwd askmg themto |

“Like a maiz who is
descﬁbing l’residen

trying to stick pieces of paper together with his saliva.” -—Aung-Gyt ._
tMaung Maung’s efforts to keep his govemmenl from disintegrating.

! an mtenm gwemment to

i hold the polls.
The move tachmcally

deprived the party of an .

estitnated 60 per cent of
its more than two million
members. -

Burmese analysts said
the change no - longer
* meant much because the
party was already dmm-
l:egmtmg .

“Lower  level " party
members in the civil ger-

Yesherday s marches by
hundreds of thousands of
protesters made it clear

the government conces--

sion has'not changed the.
determination of the op-
Pposition to install an in-
terim government to or-
ganise the elections.
Students, Buddhist
monks, government em-
ployees, s!aught.erhouse
workers, river boatmen
and Muslim youths were

demonag;ratlons remained
g ibility
xé‘)‘):sl"mday evening a vi-
olent confrontation be-
tween protesters and
troops was only narrowly
avoided, witnesses said.
A crowd of 2 000 dem-
onstrators shouted = elo-

gans &t troops guarding a.

Defence’ Ministry build-

_-ng Eleven trucks full of

heavily-armed troops ar-
rived and threatened to

“fight without
bloodshed.” .. -
“We cannot blam

these soldiers for the
faults of some.of their
commangders. Soldiers are
born of the ‘people.. They
md.ﬂtepeoplesamy "le

Demodst!‘é.tﬂxﬂ“ have
normally’ “been: ' hiding |
their weapons but at the
Defence Ministry a num-
ber, including aeveral

‘monks, were seen wield-
ing an assortment of .
' homemade weapons.
1 Hundreds of hunger
‘strikers staged- all-night
vigils in front of City
Hall, Rangoon General
Hospltal and several oth-
er hospitals despite a
fierce thunderstorm.
On_Friday Aung Gyi

! described President
' Maung Maung’s efforts to
keep his government

I ' from dlsmtegratmg as
: “like & man who is trying

g stick pieces of paper to-

« gether with his saliva ” i
¢ Aung Gyi said agree- |
"ment on establishment of
an, interim government
. was nearly withinyreach.
‘Key questions weré gov-
ernment demands for
three seats in the interim
lgovernment ‘and ques-
kions about the future of
Gen Ne Win.

i

- BREAKDOWN

Besides a breakdown of
law and order, opposition
leaders also fear that
growing food and fuel
shortages could play into
the hands of the stubborn ™
government and army
leaderehip.

The US Embassy an-
nounced yesterday it
wol donate |
US$500,000 to buy rice
for needy Rangoon resi-
dents. A press releases
said the donation would
be funneled through reli-
gious organisations rath-
er than the government.
QOther embassies are
known to be trying to or-
ganise relief work.

The opposition is slso
trying to collect mqney
and increasingly high-
priced rice for distri-
bution.

Most embasdsies have
evacuated dependents of
their- diplomatic stafis
and some non-essential
personnel.

The Foreign Ministry
in Tokyo said the Japa-
nese Embassy here has
urged the remaining 108
Japanese residents in
Burma to leave the coun-

- try due to continued polit-

ical instability.
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