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RANGOON The Burmese people have

i won' their peaceful: battle for a multi-party

: democracy waged: “against - the one-party

socialist governmient, but party leaders are

‘expected-to drag-their feet in making the
changes, diplomats said. yesterday.

“It’s not a stalernate — the peoplé have

'_io_nisaid a Western diplomat,

'“This government has practically no base
wand-its-clear  that if they try on their
‘commitment on Sept 12 there will be a real
explosion;” he said.

‘An’extraordinary Congress of the ruling
Burmese . Socialist Programme = Party . is
scheduled for Sept 12 to decide on allowing a
réfereridum’ 80 - the - people. can choose
between: the present one-party system or a
frulti-party democracy.

“Analysts expect the party to.succeed in

Tigathéring a giorum for the Sept 12 meeting,

o vesorting. torithe use -of military-planes to
brmg somne party; members to' Rangoon.

Radio - Rangoon- last- ¢véning-announced

: the release’ of - another. ‘486 prisoners -in
Mandalay, deseribing 330 as “convicts.”

US::Congresstnan : Stephen:-J: " Solarz,

4 Chairman,. i of 5 the . Asian:  Affairs

- Stib- Committee = of * the = House ' of

. Representatives’ Foreign Affairs Committee

“rarrived in Rangoon yesterday for'a’24-hour
visit.

He:is expected to mest with. opposition
leadera and explore ways: the: United: States

“could help: the. Burimese people. to: achieve
the democratic ideals they seek.
1 Western diplornatic sources estimate that
f' _ more than 1,000 - unarmed:: civilians: in
“:Rangoon:. alene,” were slaughtered when'
§ army; troops suppressed massive demonstra-
witions that began:Aug 8;

About 130,000, students: and; other
antx-govemment protesters. i yesterday
‘continued | weeks. of :peaceful: demonstra-
tions, ignoring a speech by President Maung
- Maung broadeast Thursday nationwide and
frequently repeated by nfﬁmal media since.

L “Stadents’ rejected lea: for
©cooperation,! \Adlp.bma : “They
: repeabed their demands’ for! an immediate

Uchange ' to s 'caretaker government  that
would implement sorne sort of multx-party
democratic system

“They say: the people have spoken and
there is vo need: for this process.” he said:

Maung Maung and. politburo: members
have! pledged to ask:the  party's’ central

J... policy they laid down after the last presxdent
- stepped down — to maintain'a presénce but
proposal ‘18 n . not interfere with the derionstrations,” a
the . people’s. a embly for npproval and - Western diplomat said. G
execution: in' & meéting cheduled for Sept " TFood and gasoline’ prices in Rangoon
-+ remained: high but food continued: to: flow
nd - members - of-_ th‘é:_ﬁ"into the - capital, mainly by ship-via- the
iried’ to give him the :~ Rangoon River. ‘
iplomat said. “The -~ “There is food available and people can get
ople; however, - don’t - what they need,” said-one Rangoon resident.
government says.” .- “Most of the markets are open and have food
‘maintain-pressure. on” - in them.”
nit- its: defeat were - . Striking empldyees  from. - the - Petro-
vont. of - the -US . Chemicals - Corporation _and. - Petroleum
ral Hospital, and- -~ Supply Corporation  also - took: part . in
- : . . yesterday's demonstrations;

cormmittee to

majority of
believe anyth

“The gover mpletely powerless- Although some buses:and taxis coritinued
but hasn’t al “concession. = “to operate, many Rangoon residents:have
giving up,” rii. diplomat said.. .- begun restricting their travelto conserve on

“In " the hen - there -are - . limited supplies of gasoline o
demonstra btg, peaceful thereuj ... Stations sellmg gasoline Have been c]osed
is: no-securi fit; . -for.-about- six - days: *The countl‘y B oil
come to:a: - refineries are also closed:
awhile:it'wil “The réal question is whether, t.he mx\htar\

“Thie peo) will be patient if the protesters bring the pot

:mind;-but: to-a boil — that is.the.unknown.quantity,
there:is. ¥ said 8 Western diplomat.: . \
distributior Several diplomats said there w
will:be my at‘Aung: San: Suu Kyi, lt;hu;i da\\ p

G mous Burmese pilot; a leading oppositior:
B‘B.;Eg’;:a gure; ‘and: freguently "referred poto a
administer Biirina’s Corazon Aguino,” wis surrouride:

: ; Vi communist o advisors: who ‘wer
Bugggﬁ?ﬁ ampulatmg her:

assive o d “There 1s’ another theory that she is bein
et ampulz}ted by the: British: Embassy ‘and
will be't on't:believe either of them: are true,” said

“Ihes enior Wefst_em dip.lomat. :

organizati Suu Kyi is married to a British profess:
Fave bias nd lives: in k{ngland but: was: visiting h:
diplomat iling mother in:Rangoon when: the prese;
Chossts vave -of: demonstrations: began: to:rock 1)

otntry: ;
Dxplomats said the charges emerged’ fro
eoples’ false perception of her-deémands
stant democricy: and: instant: multi-par:
enéral - elections  'which” were attracti
hose  who ' would berefit! most; from gre
olitical instability.

““There are a lot'of whlspenng campmg

eing - -put-: out . by everybody " agai:

verybody else here at the moment, but
né about: Aung San: Suu: Kyiiis of:long
tanding . 'and: perhaps::have even: m

alidity than most; of the:othiers,”a dlplm
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ble to generate e
“toi“actually s brin
efore: Sept:12;" he's

- Diplomats said’ there: was - “considerabl
i ithin the military on what.its

leaning: towards one. course -of action of
another but they areclearly adhering to the
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REUTER PHOTO
. UAYE THANT
SOAKED by ‘monsoon. rains staff from: Burmals: Min!stry of Defenc join street: protests. in
Rangoon on Thirsday to call for the overthrow ¢f the Burmese govomment All sectors of society =
except uniformed soldiers have joined the protests.\
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