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BUDDHISTS in Burma kill-each
other: while' safTron-robed . monks
shake fists sgainst tHe government.
The actions violate a 2,500-year:old
Buddhist. rule’ agaivist: taking . life
and- a. tradition:of clergy shiinning
politics,

Buddhist societies from Sri Lanka
to. South.Korea, Burma: to. Tibet
have proved as prone to violenee as
others.in . recent times despite. the
precepts of Lord Buddha, the great
r(:l(i?gi()u:; teacher of the 5th céntury

Buddhist. scholars . say much of
this violence, and pélitical gctivism
by the-clergy, results. from. rapid
maodernization,. economic insguali-
ties and political repression.

“Buddhism moulds the mentality
to be tolerant, to bear all, but even
good: Buddhists. ean't live. solely on
reliﬁiun," says Chatsumarn Kabilse
ingh, @  religion . professor at
Bangkok's Thammasat University.
“Basic neécds must | be. met, and
stomachs filled.”

Kampuchea, - onde..a- land of
90,000 monks in scores of guiet
temples, was turhed into o killing
Geld by the savage Khmer Rouge,
The eurrent govertiment says 3
nillion died in the 1975-78 reign of
£1TOT,

In . Wartimé Seuth . Vietnam,
srotesting. monks set. themselves
afire. ore. Tecently, confliet
between the majority] Sinhalese
Buddhists. and: Hindy Tamils have
left more” than §,000 dead in Sri
Lanka,

A mank in Burma told a US
visitor: “If the government doesn’t
change,” the only way to prevent
shedding the people’s blood is to
fight them to tﬁe r?euth_"

The image of Buddhist gentleness
persists, however. Proponents like
to say Buddhists have not waged
crusades or burned heretics at the
stake, mg-- Christians . did, or
established anything akin to today's
strident. Islamic states.

Southeast - ~Asia’s. .. Theravada
Buddhism, ong of the religion’s two
major. branches, . places special
cm&)hasis on teleriince, equanimity
and non-eonfrontation,

William Klausner, 8 US expert on
Thai culture; says Buddhists try to
avoid the confrontativnal behaviour
— a sharp word, a push, a slap -
others might employ in a situation
of conflict,

“Violence is the last resort” he
gaid, “but when the eruption comes
it’s going to be ynore dramatic, The
Thais . say  there is . little
manoguvring room. between  the
smile and the knife ”

Chatsuimarn  at” . Thammasat
University believes Buddhism to a
large. extent explainz why the
Burmese put up. with 26 years of
authoritérian misrule before rising
up last month,

Demuonstrating. along - with - stu-
dents “and--workers: were | monks
who,. ati Jeasto:-in - Theravada
{radition; “are - enjoined- ko vestrict

"= nctivities to the spiritual.
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‘Violence is the last resort ... But when the eruption comes it's
going to -be ‘more  dramatic. The Thais  say there is: little
manoeuvring room: between the smile and the knife.’
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But mbnks marched, gave: fiery
speeches: and - were. said to " have
largely replaced: the goveinment, in
Mandalay, Burtia's. sécond-largest
city. and a-great religlous centre.

Klausper said in. aninterview
that monks in 8t Lankn, Burma
and. o some degree Vietnam. had
“legitimized a.. pblitial.role . for
themselves.”

When Britain, wasthe colonial
power in’ Burma,. it reduced. the
power . of the monkhood, - - or
“sangha”, and the Buddhist. clergy
assumed . a political | role,  helping
expel the . alien, .. Christian
conquerars, - Burma - béeame - in-
degendnnt it 1948, .

Some. atalysts. siy ‘miany monks
similarly tegarded the socialisny of
military’ strongman Ne: WinUas. an
alien. - ideclogy - and iresented - his
efforts to co~oFt and-control elergy
after he seized power i 1962,

BURMESE monks shake fists agaiist th
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A-strain. of agpressivensss is a
longstindin, characteristic . of
Mahayana guddhism, practised. in
Jngan, Korea, China and Tibet.

uddhist-backed  proups in 16th
century Japan wouli band together
to pverthrow feudal lords, and the
monks of the Shaslin. Temple in
Ching - were -noted. for. truculence
and their skill as. warriors. The
Shaglin Temple remains.a centre
for the study of martial arts.

About 70 people - have . been
injured-in recent i'euding\ between
the main. Chokey. sect .in. South
Korea. and. . its"  rivals.. The
antagonists, ineluding manks, have
attacked  one . another. with. clubs;
iron pipes-and knives.

Although Tibet's exiled. veligious
leadet; - the! Dalai  Lama, - urges
nensviolent: résistdnescto  Chingas
ruley: young: Buddhist) monks. led
riots: Iast year and:in ‘March. They

& government ., A 2,500-year-old Buddhist rule has been broken.

were - involved- in’ throwing . rocks;
burning vehicles and the denth of &
})oliceman who was beaten . and
Turig from a monastery. window.

In:-a . little-publicized  confliet,
Buddhist " rebals . called  Chakmas
raid villages and battle authorities
i eastern’ Barpladesh. to halt
ﬁovemment efforts . to  “settle

{uslims: on. land traditionally held
by Buddhists. At least 4,000 people
have been killed, by official eount.

Thailand; which' ealls itsell the
‘Land of 8miles,” has one of Asia's
highest homicide rates and periadic
outhursts of bristality.

Faced with mounting evidenee in
the. early | 1980s that Thai pirates
were killing and raping Vietnamese
“boat people”, several officials said
the. equivalént of “They ean't he
This. Thais-are - Buddhists . and
Bui(_gﬁsts wouldn't act like that.”
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