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Photographer's Biography

Yuzo Uda was born in Kobe, Japan,
in 1963. After studying photography
in Boston, he began his career as a
photojournalist, covering the civil war in
El Salvador from 1990-92 as a freelancer.
Focusing on Southeast Asia and Central
America, he continued to document life
under military rule, the lives of indigenous
peoples, and global poverty.

In 1995, he studied Graduate School
of International Cooperation Studies at
Kobe University, receiving a master’s
degree in international law.

He is the author of “Tozasareta Kuni
Biruma” (“Burma, the Closed Country”),
published by Koubunken; a photo
collection titled “Biruma: Gunji Seikenka
ni Ikiru Hitobito” (“Burma: People Living
Under Military Rule”); and other works.

http://www.uzo.net/  http://blog.uzo.net/
http://twitter.com/udashan/
Email: info@uzo.net
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Author's Note

Northern Myanmar
Kachin State
Sagaing Region

Central Myanmar
Mandalay

Magwe Region

Bago Region

Yangon (1)

Eastern Myanmar
Shan State

Kayah(Karenni) State
Karen(Kayin) State

Western Myanmar
Chin State
Rakhine State

Yangon(2)

Southern Myanmar
Irrawaddy(Ayeyarwaddy) Region
Mon State

Tanintharyi Region

Afterword by Kei
Nemoto
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Yuzo Uda

Wind Blowing Through Myanmar (Burma): Walking,
Seeing and Photographing Southeast Asia's Last
Frontier

In March 2011, after nearly half a century in control,
Myanmar's military dictatorship handed over power to a new "civilian"
administration. Since then, the country has undergone a number of
significant changes.

Do these changes represent a real shift in power, or are they merely
superficial reforms introduced for the purpose of maintaining the
military's dominance?

To be honest, I have no idea. But it is difficult to believe that a regime
that has ruled by force for so long would give up power so easily.

At the same time, however, when you see the hopeful expressions
on the faces of people in Yangon, it's difficult not to feel that perhaps
the country really has reached the point of no return on the road to
reform. But does this feeling extend to countryside, or is it confined to
Myanmar's largest city?

This year, 2013, marks 20 years since I first started reporting on
Myanmar as a photojournalist. Looking back on it now, it amazes
even me that I have been able to continue for so long, considering
how restrictive the country is for reporters. During this period, I was
detained and denied entry so many times that I often thought of giving
up completely.

I have also lost count of the number of times that I broke out in a
cold sweat when I realized that I had wandered into a minefield while
photographing in the war zones near the Thai border.

In the summer of 2007, I had visited all of Myanmar's 14
administrative regions (seven states and seven divisions). I have been
to the northernmost house in the northernmost village in the country,
near the Chinese border, as well as the southernmost village, close
to the Thai border. I have spent time photographing along the Thai
border to the east and the Bangladesh border to the west. Reporting
from these remote regions was difficult, for both geographical and
political reasons.

A photographer must go to the places he wants to document. This



simple fact always presents challenges, and in the case of Myanmar, the
greatest obstacle was military rule. But I often felt that if I didn't do this
work now, many people and events would be forgotten forever.

Of course, I wouldn't have been able to continue for so long without
the help of countless local people. There were times when I had to hide
myself among them, trying to blend in and become as invisible as the air,
to make a narrow escape.

At such times, I wished I could be like a wind blowing among the
people around me, free of any constraints.

In my mind, I tried to erase my own existence and become like
the wind: a wind that gently comes and goes, sometimes warm and
sometimes cool, leaving no trace of myself behind.

What does the wind carry?

In early spring, it comes with a hint of warm sunlight that brings the
buds on the trees to life.

In summer, it might blow cold on the mountain peaks, fierce and
unsettling. If it blows hot, it might not be welcomed by anyone; but in
the dry zone of Central Myanmar, even a hot wind brings some relief
from the beating sun, and as long as it does not carry any sand with it,
it can be unexpectedly pleasant, like being wrapped in a tepid warmth.

Moving among people like a breeze, I click the shutter of my camera
and catch the scene without anybody noticing.

[ try to capture the atmosphere of a place, and like the wind convey it
far afield, to another time and place.

The wind has no substance. It can only be felt when it passes. You
only know that something—or someone—was there, and now is gone.

That is how I tried to be: like a wind that comes and goes, barely
noticed.

A wind that whispers.

A wind that is just moving air.
A wind that must keep moving.
How does it move?

Which way does it blow?

This is how I photographed Myanmar.

This collection of photographs is intended, first and foremost, for
people living in Myanmar. For many, it may reveal conditions in the
country that they have never seen before.

These days, it has become the norm in Japan to refer to Burma as
Myanmar. The name was changed by the military dictatorship to make
it more appealing to foreign countries, and Japan adopted it without
hesitation.

The junta changed not only the name of the country and other local
names, but also historical reality. As the eras have gone by in this country
" 'Myanmar' means Bamar, and "Bamar" means Myanmar." Before long,
however, the people of Myanmar started using "Myanmar" instead of
"Burma' in their everyday speech.

Burma is also increasingly called "Myanmar" in much of the rest
of the world. Societies change over time, so perhaps it is natural that
countries get new names that reflect shifts in power. Most people don't
think much about the political nuances, and simply follow whatever
name is most widely used.

In this book, I have chosen to use "Burma" because I wanted to show
that there has been a rewriting of history and the facts that has come
to be widely accepted. But no matter how much this verbal act supports
the regime, the facts cannot be erased.

Whether it's Burma or Myanmar, the wind that blows through the
country doesn't change.

People in the Winds of Change
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The northern most pagoda in Myanmar (2007)
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The northern most village, " Thawndam (Thahandam/ Dahandam)" (2007)
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Central Myanmar
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Shwedagon Pagoda(2010)
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Salween River (Thanlwin River), 2005
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The KNLA soldiers liened-up on the day of 60th anniversary of the Revolution Day(2009)
KNL 0800092 (0pg?)

The soldiers of the Karen National Union Liberation Army(KNLA) at the frontline(1993)
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Aung San Suu Kyi 13-10-2010
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